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1.1 . (C)  SUMMARY.  In  a February  4 meeting  with  DCM  and 

POLOFFs,  Wolesi  Jirga  Speaker  Yunus  Qanooni  denied  interest 
in  creating  the  post  of  Prime  Minister.  He  reiterated  his 
interest  in  a close  relationship  with  President  Karzai  and 
the  United  States  and  stated  that  the  Parliament  had  higher 
priorities  than  changing  the  constitutional  structure  of  the 
government . END  SUMMARY . 

12 . (C)  After  hearing  rumors  that  Qanooni  was  among  a group  of 
MPs  seeking  to  create  a Prime  Ministry  (REFTEL) , Ambassador 
instructed  DCM  and  POLOFF  to  meet  with  Qanooni  to  express  the 
USG's  opposition  to  the  idea.  In  response,  Qanooni  noted 
that  when  he  was  a member  of  the  Cabinet  he  supported  a 
parliamentary  system  of  government,  but  he  had  to  accept  the 
decision  of  the  majority  and  the  Constitutional  Loya  Jirga  to 
have  a presidential  system.  He  agreed  that  it  was  too  soon 

to  consider  constitutional  changes  such  as  this,  and  stated 
that  these  rumors  were  not  coming  from  his  office.  Instead, 
he  believed  that  they  were  coming  from  officials  in  the 
Palace  who  were  trying  to  hold  Karzai  hostage  to  tribal  or 
personal  interests  - people  who  were  unhappy  with  Qanooni ' s 
election  as  Speaker.  He  said  that  he  was  very  satisfied  with 
his  job,  and  that  if  given  the  choice  between  being  Prime 
Minister  and  Speaker  of  the  Wolesi  Jirga,  he  would  choose  his 
current  position. 

13.  (C)  Qanooni  repeatedly  commented  that  close  cooperation 
between  himself  and  President  Karzai  was  important  for  both 
their  and  Afghanistan's  success.  He  stated  that  he  respects 
the  President  both  because  he  was  the  rightfully  elected 
President  and  because  of  his  close  relationship  with  the 
United  States.  He  argued  that  his  greatest  challenge  will  be 
to  save  Parliament  from  tribal  and  religious  extremism,  and 
that  his  election  as  Speaker  meant  that  MPs  do  not  want  an 
extremist  Parliament  but  rather  want  new  ideas. 

14.  (C)  COMMENT.  Qanooni  did  not  appear  surprised  that  this 
issue  was  raised  and  attempted  to  create  an  air  of 
confidentiality  and  collegiality  by  sending  his  staff  outside 
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half  way  through  the  meeting.  His  claim  of  being  very 
comfortable  with  his  current  position  as  Speaker  appeared 
credible.  It  remains  uncertain  what  motives  lay  behind  the 
floating  of  the  idea  of  a prime  ministry,  but  Qanooni  clearly 
understood  the  message  of  USG  opposition  to  this  idea.  END 
COMMENT . 
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